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This paper draws on historical and contemporary examples to explore the linked series of changes connecting unpaid and paid labour, in the household economy and the market sector, that may be associated with the implementation of new technologies of production and proliferation of new consumer products. I shall look at mass production during the inter-war period, and ready-made meals today, as exemplary cases for probing the interrelation between changes in women’s labour, using the conceptual schema of the ‘total social organisation of labour’, which focuses on dynamic interdependence and interaction across and between work undertaken in different socio-economic modes.

