Virtually Solved?

Sonia Liff & Corinna di Gennaro, Oxford Internet Institute, Oxford

University Early internet users were overwhelmingly young, white, rich,

educated and MALE.  Given that this technology claims to be able to

transform so many aspects of our lives there has been considerable debate

about the existence and consequences of these 'digital divides'.  As more

people use the internet these patterns have been evolving and there have

been claims that the 'gender divide' is rapidly disappearing in many

countries.  This talk will use in depth survey data from male and female

users and non-users of the internet in Britain in 2003 and 2005 to examine

this claim and to explore the alternative suggestion that internet use is

still gendered in important ways.
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